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Letter from the Academic Dean 
	
	
	
	

Dear Parents and Students: 
	

I hope you will find this list of the courses offered at Oldfields helpful and informative. It is important to note that this 
list is subject to change. Our mission is to focus on the needs of the students, which demands that we have a flexible 
curriculum. I also want to share with you our overall educational philosophy. The results are undeniable. 

	

The Oldfields Difference: High Standards, Low Pressure, Supportive Environment 
Our mission at Oldfields is to provide a milieu that allows each girl to make the most of her academic and personal 
potential. The college preparatory academic program is designed to be rigorous and thought provoking, as well as 
individualized and supportive. The following distinguishing characteristics allow each student to recognize and maximize 
her strengths and develop strategies to manage her areas of challenge: 

	

Comprehensive Schedule 
Our schedule is designed to increase the joy of learning and decrease stress by incorporating everything a student 
needs into the academic day including extra help, enrichment, and down time. Each day begins with a small-group 
advisory meeting, followed by our all-school Morning Meeting. The academic day consists of three 80 minute classes 
each day, affording our students and teachers the time to become fully immersed in the subject matter. There is 
ample class time to effectively present new material using traditional pedagogy as well as cutting edge educational 
technology. The hour between each class allows teachers and students to work together for enrichment or support 
and also provides time for clubs to meet. The similarity to a collegiate schedule helps students transition to post- 
secondary studies. 

	

Small and Diverse Community 
The familial and personal nature of the Oldfields experience is by design. Faculty members are committed to 
implementing an individualized learning experience for each girl, providing enrichment for those who need 
challenge, and extra help for those who need support. Our faculty and staff appreciate the importance of meeting 
each student where she is and welcome the challenge of teaching those students who may need a fresh and unique 
approach to learning. As an international boarding school, diversity has always been of paramount importance. We 
understand that all people learn differently, and we provide an environment where differences are celebrated. 

	

Flexible College Preparatory Curriculum 
The academic office works individually with each student, her parents, and her advisor to create a challenging 
course of study, taking into account graduation requirements as well as the student’s particular interests and needs. 
Several honors courses are offered in every discipline, and students are prepared to take the appropriate Advanced 
Placement exam or SAT subject test at year’s end. Each year, the academic offerings and master schedule are adjusted 
to accommodate the needs of the current student population. 

	
At Oldfields, we foster intellectual curiosity, personal integrity and the willingness to take risks. We inspire and teach by 
setting a positive example. We strive to help students develop a sense of concern and compassion for their classmates and 
teachers, a sense of awe and wonder for the beauty of their immediate surroundings, and a sense of civic responsibility 
for the greater good. 

	

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Christine Gilmore 
Academic Dean 
SmithwickA@OldfieldsSchool.org 
443-662-1004 
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May Program   
One of the hallmarks of an Oldfields education is our May Program - a two week experiential learning experience that complements the 
academic curriculum. Galloping across the beaches of the Irish coast, nailing drywall for Habitat for Humanity in New Orleans, touring 
the ruins in Pompeii, writing code for an original video game – the May Program can take students just about anywhere! May Program 
offers a life-changing opportunity for our students. Officially inaugurated in 1971, this popular tradition is still perfectly aligned with our 
mission since each girl chooses an area to explore that sparks her interest. 

	
Every year, each student chooses one of the many diverse programs taught by one or more of our committed faculty. Students can select a 
two-week session or mix it up with two different one-week sessions. The faculty often share a personal passion or area of expertise outside 
the traditional curriculum, and both teacher and student alike grow from this in-depth, hands-on experience. 

	
Juniors and seniors have the opportunity to design an independent May Program. Working in consultation with a faculty member 
who serves as her advisor, each girl develops a project that is unique to her. Many  students choose to explore areas of college study or 
a potential career path. Past projects have included working as a veterinary aide, being part of a congressional campaign committee, 
assisting teachers at an elementary school, and interning in surgical pathology at Johns Hopkins Hospital. 

	
May Program could be considered one of Oldfields’ newer traditions, but it is truly an important and cherished part of an Oldfields 
education. Girls relish the seriousness of purpose that these real-world experiences add to their high school education. They often 
discover interests that eventually become careers. May Program is an opportunity for self-discovery, leadership, and confidence-building; 
another step in ensuring each girl’s success. 

	
Please note that all class offerings are subject to change based on interest and faculty availability. Not every course is offered every 
year. If you have questions about a particular course, please contact the Academic Dean. 

	

Arts Program   
The arts curriculum provides a wide selection of opportunities in both the performing and visual arts. In line with the Oldfields 
philosophy, the School fosters the creative potential in every student by nurturing her appreciation for the arts and helping her to find 
her artistic niche. The School’s excellent art facilities include expansive, naturally lit art studios, a wet darkroom, a state-of-the-art digital 
lab, spacious dance studio, and the beautiful David Niven Theatre. A one-year course in the arts is required of all students. 

	
Students have many opportunities to showcase their talents through gallery exhibits, recitals, plays, shows, and club activities. They are 
also exposed to a wide variety of performers, speakers, and off-campus experiences. 

	
A highlight of the program is Arts Week, when students experience visual and performing art workshops and demonstrations for the 
whole school featuring performances by professional artists, dancers, and performance troupes. The week culminates with everyone’s 
favorite - a student talent show. 

	

Private music lessons are also available for those students seeking training in areas outside our curriculum. 
	
	

Visual Arts Department 
	

Arts Wheel 
	

The Arts Wheel curriculum rotates throughout the year, allowing 
8th grade students to experience all three areas of art offered at 
Oldfields: theatre, visual arts, and dance. This program allows 
students to experience each discipline and decide which venue 
they wish to pursue. The curriculum of each term is designed to 
provide a wide range of experiences, from working on monologues 
to partner scenes, creating clay reliefs to drawing their own scrolls, 
and finally, learning a dance to present to the whole school in the 
Spring Dance Concert. 

	
Arts Wheel: Theatre - In theatre, artists create an imagined world; 
it is the role of the actor to lead the audience into this imaginary 
world. Offered during the first term, this course teaches students 
about making choices on stage by playing a variety 
of theatre games, doing improvisation exercises, and learning 
vocabulary that will help them critique monologues, scenes, and 
our three Playmaker productions performed each year. These 

	
	
	
	
	
lifelong skills will help students see the world of theatre through 
the eyes of a playwright, an actor, a designer, and a director. This 
class will serve as a means to express and discover each students 
“personal voice as an artist.” Each class will consist of physical 
and vocal warm ups, games, reading and vocabulary building, 
plus memorization techniques. By the end of the term, each 
student will have developed a better appreciation for theatre by 
performing one memorized monologue, one two-person scene, 
and writing a play review for an Oldfields production. 
	
Arts Wheel: Visual Arts - The visual arts portion is offered during 
the second term. This course is based on an interdisciplinary 
curriculum. The students create art projects related to the cultures 
and ideas they have already learned about in their world history 
course. For example, while the students learn about the cultures 
of Mesopotamia and the Middle East in their history classes, 
they engage in visual research about those areas. They look at 
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mosaics, paintings, and architecture to get a sense of the aesthetic 
of the region and its people. They then create their own circular 
ornaments based on that research. Throughout the semester, 
the interplay between history and art is evident in every area of 
their class. When they learn about Greek culture, they create bas 
reliefs depicting scenes from the myths they are studying. When 
they learn about ancient Egypt, they create hieroglyphics for their 
own names. The students enjoy applying their new historical 
knowledge to their artwork, and their creations capture their 
enthusiasm. 

	
Arts Wheel: Dance is offered during the third term. In this class, 
students learn, explore and develop an understanding of various 
styles of dance technique, history, performance, and philosophy. 
During the course, students are introduced to basic elements 
of dance education in preparation for other dance courses offered 
such as ballet, jazz, and modern dance. Students become 
accustomed to the appropriate attire, discipline, flexibility, and 
coordination that is required of a dance student. Students are also 
given insight into college options for dance, as well as possible 
career options for dancers. All of this valuable information 
culminates in a performance in one of three dance concerts 
presented to the entire school community throughout the year. 

	

Studio I: Graphic Design 
	

Studio I begins with a basic introduction to the elements and 
principles of design. These fundamental building blocks of 
art provide the structure for more advanced skill building in 
observational drawing and graphic design. 

	
Units in package design, advertising design, and illustration are 
studied. Traditional observational drawing of simple still life 
and landscapes is introduced and drawing from the imagination 
supplements the design work. 

	
Students in Studio I use both traditional materials and the 
computer as drawing tools to develop their conceptual skills, 
participate in group critique, working alone and collaboratively. 
Contemporary and historical artists are studied in relation to the 
studio work. 

	

Studio II: Drawing and Painting 
	

Studio II focuses on advanced observational drawing and 
introduces the student to portraiture, perspective, and color 
theory. Drawing with wet media, such as ink and marker, prepares 
the student for work in watercolor and acrylic painting. Pastel 
work and collage, as well as mixed-media work, are also studied. 

	
Students participate in group critique, keeping journals which 
chronicle their creative development and enable them to set 
tangible goals for their work. Digital drawing is introduced as 
another means of expression. Both contemporary and historical 
artists are studied in relation to the studio work. 

	
Prerequisites: Studio I, Ceramics I, or equivalent experience as 
demonstrated by portfolio submission 

Portfolio 
	

The primary goal of the Portfolio class is the completion of a body 
of work which can be used to showcase the creative strengths of 
the individual student. This class enables the advanced art student 
to strengthen skills and broaden areas of interest while nurturing 
the development of a personal artistic direction. 
	
The student will chronicle her artistic journey through a journal 
and will share her achievements through a presentation of her 
work to the Oldfields community. 
	
Prerequisites: Studio II or equivalent experience as demonstrated 
by portfolio submission 
	

Portfolio Honors 
	

The primary goal of the Portfolio Honors class is the completion 
of a large body of work which is representative of a personal 
artistic direction and demonstrates the creative strengths of the 
individual student. Skills taught in this course prepare the student 
for a foundation program at the college level. Students enrolled 
in this class can elect to submit their portfolios for the Advanced 
Placement exam in studio art. 
	
The curriculum includes a study in aesthetics and art history, as 
well as studio work. This class enables the advanced art student to 
strengthen skills and broaden areas of interest which prepare her 
for art on the college level. 
	
The student will chronicle her artistic journey through a journal 
and will share her achievements through a presentation of her 
work to the Oldfields community. 
	
Prerequisites: Studio I, Studio II, Portfolio, or equivalent 
experience as demonstrated by portfolio submission 
	

Art and Culture 
	

In today’s rapidly shifting global society, it is important to be 
aware of what is happening in the present day art world, as well as 
to understand how those things are influenced by history. Rather 
than studying art history from a purely Western perspective, this 
course will look at the art of today by studying the cultural and 
historical roots which inspired periods of art history throughout 
the world. From Giotto to graffiti, from Picasso to performance 
art, we will study how art has served in recording culture and how 
it impacts our lives today. 
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Digital Design 
	

We are immersed in a digital world, a world in which the visual 
image is a powerful force in our lives. In Digital Design, students 
will learn how to use a computer as an art tool, one which creates 
dynamic visual messages, images for the 21st century. 

	
The course will focus on building design skills using Adobe 
Creative Suite software. In addition, students will learn about the 
history of graphic design and investigate how digital images have 
influenced art in our time. 

	
At the conclusion of the course, each student will leave with a 
portfolio of work showcasing their knowledge of the digital design 
skills they have mastered. 

	
Prerequisites: Studio I, Ceramics I, Photo I, or by permission of 
department chair 

	

Applied Design 
	

Everywhere we go, media throws pictures at us of things we 
should buy, places we should live, and clothes we should wear. In 
order to live intelligently in such a world, it is important to learn 
how to interpret all of these different images. The purpose of the 
Applied Design course is to understand the history and the craft 
behind the products, using a hands-on approach to enhance the 
experience. 

	
The first term of this course is devoted to the study of fashion 
and fabric. Students will learn about every kind of fabric that 
is used commercially, from woven cloth to knitted jersey and 
synthetic clothing. Students will look at fashion design and the 
technological advances that have helped this industry grow over 
the years. In order to better understand the basics of fashion, 
students will draw their own garment designs. They will learn how 
to sew and will create their own simple piece of clothing. Students 
will also have the opportunity to weave the fabric itself by using 
a loom. Finally, they will experience the pleasures of designing 
patterns, and they will paint a scarf in a pattern of their choice. 

	
During the second term, students will study the decorative arts. 
They will explore the realms of furniture design, landscape design, 
and accessory design. Students will conduct visual research on 
the changing aesthetics of design from the 1700s onward. As each 
era is researched, students will do a myriad of projects exploring 
each style, from creating art deco jewelry, to drawing a landscape 
based on French gardens, or building a diorama of a living room 
based on 1970s alternative culture. This term will culminate in an 
assignment to repurpose an old chair. Students will be asked to 
create their own aesthetic and apply it to a junkyard chair. 

	
The last term will focus on architecture. Field trips to local 
historical sites will enhance the study of different types of 
architecture. Students will learn about architectural elements 
throughout the ages, from columns to posts, and lintels to arches. 
Students will learn how to read and draw a floor plan. As a final 
project, students will create their own building facade out of clay, 
utilizing everything they have learned. 

	
Prerequisites: Studio I, Ceramics I, Photo I, or by permission of 
department chair 

Ceramics I 
	

The focus of Ceramics I is to develop the skills necessary to 
produce hand built and wheel-thrown ceramic objects. Students 
will learn to construct wares using pinch, slab, coil and slump 
mold methods of working with clay prior to working on the 
potter’s wheel. 
	
A survey of ceramic history and vocabulary is an integral part of 
the course as is participation in group critique. The elements and 
principles of design are taught through the application of various 
methods of decorative glazing. The students’ original sketchbook 
plans are used to develop ideas for ceramic wares. 
	

Ceramics II 
	

Ceramics II provides the student with the opportunity to produce 
more sophisticated ceramic wares. This course extends the 
student’s knowledge of throwing skills developed in Ceramics 
I and teaches the student more complex glazing and decorative 
surface techniques for pottery. 
	
Students will design and create sets of functional wares, 
experiment with alternative surface treatments as well as construct 
ceramic sculptural forms. Students will be encouraged to develop 
a personal style and create a body of work with a consistent 
theme. 
	

Prerequisite: Ceramics I 
	

Photography I 
	

Photography I is a course which stresses the development of black 
and white photographic skills. Through lectures, darkroom work 
and critiques, students learn camera and equipment techniques, 
effective picture taking, negative development, and how to 
mount prints. During the third term, students learn how to scan 
images using Adobe Photoshop software in the School’s digital 
photography lab. 
	
Throughout the year, students continue to build their skills in the 
correct operation of camera controls and learn ways to manipulate 
a photographic image. 
	

Photography II 
	

Photography II is a course designed for the advanced photography 
student who is interested in pursuing an individualized approach 
to the photographic process in order to create a portfolio of 
exhibition quality. 
	
Although assignments will include traditional photographic 
technology as well as digital work, the focus will be on developing 
digital imagery and learning to use Adobe Creative Suite software 
in order to enhance and personalize the photographic image. 
	
Prerequisites: Photo I or equivalent experience as demonstrated 
through portfolio submission 
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Performing Arts Department 
	

Drama and Performance I 
	

This is a performance-based class requiring active participation. 
Students will learn by doing and should be willing to fully invest 
and take ownership of their experience in the class. The goal of 
Drama and Performance is to give students the vocabulary and 
skills needed to participate in theatre and progress to upper- 
level theatre courses. By the end of the year, students will have 
experienced what it is to be an actor. 

	
Term I will focus on theatre games, including improvisation 
techniques, which will allow students to learn to work as an 
ensemble and give the opportunities to practice the theatre 
vocabulary that we will be studying. 

	
Term II will focus on creating and performing dynamic 
monologues. Students will study the importance of text and 
character. They will be responsible for writing and performing 
an original monologue as well as learning a monologue from a 
contemporary play. 

	
Finally, term III will involve scene work. Students will further their 
study of character and motivation, while learning about scene 
structure and partner work. By the end of term III, students will 
be paired up to perform a specific scene. 

	
Throughout the year, students will also get an overview of theatre 
history and technical theatre. In addition to acting, students 
will be assessed through vocabulary and technique tests, weekly 
journaling, participation, and performances. During the final 
term, students will apply their technical theatre skills while 
helping to design sets and costumes for the Spring Musical. 

	

D    rama and Performance II 
	

Drama and Performance II will build upon the skills gained in 
Drama and Performance I. This course emphasizes practical 
application of these skills. Students will spend time creating 
and performing a full array of monologues, preparing them for 
auditions outside of school life. They will also each choose a one- 
act play to prepare throughout the school year and direct in the 
third term. 

	
Students will have an opportunity to assist the theater director and 
take a greater role in creating costumes and stage design for school 
theatre performances. Additionally, students will learn how to 
work the light and sound boards in the technical booth, which 
adds other important skills to their skill set. 

	

Prerequisites: Drama and Performance I 

Directing for Production 
	

After completing Drama and Performance I and II, or with the 
permission of the instructor, committed and experienced acting 
students are encouraged to progress to a higher understanding of 
acting and technical theatre. 
	
Students will choose a short play or one act per term and take 
part in mounting the play from the ground up. They will be 
responsible for casting, adapting the script if necessary, and all 
technical decisions. Each term, they will open up their final 
performance to the school community. 
	

Prerequisite: Drama and Performance I 
	

Introduction to Dance 
	

Introduction to Dance is a course designed to educate students 
about the various styles, techniques, vocabulary, and history 
of popular dance forms such as ballet, modern dance and jazz. 
Students will become accustomed to the appropriate attire, 
discipline, flexibility, and coordination that is required of a dance 
student. Students will explore dance criticism, performance 
appreciation, and college options as well as possible career choices 
for dancers. Throughout the year, students will use their talent to 
perform in each of the three annual dance concerts. 
	

Dress requirement: Black leotard 
	

Intermediate and Advanced Ballet 
	

Intermediate: This course is designed to build on the ballet 
technique and vocabulary learned in Introduction to Dance. 
Students will expand their movement vocabulary through barre 
exercises, center work, and combinations across the floor. The 
class is more detailed and set at a quicker pace than Introduction 
to Dance. There will also be performance opportunities 
throughout the year. Students will continue to increase their 
knowledge of ballet history and focus on famous choreographers 
and dancers in the ballet world. 
	
Dress requirement: Black leotard, pink tights, and pink ballet 
shoes 
	
Prerequisites: Introduction to Dance or by permission of 
department chair 
	
Advanced: This course is designed for the advanced ballet 
dancer. Most class time will be spent on complex movement 
combinations at the barre, in the center, and across the floor. 
In-depth studies of ballet history and vocabulary will continue. 
Students will be expected to perform throughout the year and to 
attend one professional concert. Depending on the abilities of the 
class, students will have an introduction to pointe during the last 
trimester of the course. 
	
Dress requirement: Black leotard, pink tights, and pink ballet 
shoes 
	
Prerequisites: Introduction to Dance, Intermediate Ballet, or by 
permission of department chair 
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Pointe I 
	

Pointe I course work is designed for the dancer with little or no 
previous experience in the pointe technique. 

	
Prerequisite: Advanced Ballet or by permission of department 
chair 

	

Pointe II 
	

Pointe II course work is designed for the dancer with previous 
experience in the pointe technique. 

	

Prerequisite: Pointe I or by permission of department chair 
	

Intermediate Jazz 
	

Intermediate Jazz will explore all types of jazz dance from its early 
history in the United States to its current use in film and video. 
Students will learn Broadway, Latin, African, contemporary, and 
hip hop jazz. This course is designed to be a continuation of 
the Introduction to Dance class to increase strength, flexibility 
and knowledge of more challenging choreography. Students will 
perform in the Holiday Show and Winter and Spring Dance 
Concerts. 

	
Prerequisite: Introduction to Dance or permission of dance 
department chair 

	
Dress requirement: Solid- colored leotard and tight-fitting 
leggings, yoga pants, or “boy shorts,” and  jazz shoes 

	

Advanced Jazz 
	

Advanced Jazz is a continuation of Intermediate Jazz. Based on 
the dancers’ knowledge of jazz dance history from Intermediate 
Jazz, students will focus more on contemporary forms of jazz 
dance, from its use in television and film to stage. Advanced 
Jazz will incorporate a wider variety of strength and technique 
exercises to improve turns, leaps, and performance quality, while 
facilitating more current and complex choreography in the styles 
of Broadway, Latin, African, and hip hop jazz. Students will 
perform in the Holiday Show and Winter and Spring Dance 
Concerts. 

	

Prerequisite: Intermediate Jazz 
	

Dress requirement: Solid- colored leotard and tight-fitting 
leggings, yoga pants, or “boy shorts,” and jazz shoes 
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 English Department   
The Oldfields English Department offers grade-level, elective, and honors courses that are both rich in content and rigorous in their 
expectations. English classes emphasize critical analysis of nonfiction and fictional writing and encourage the expression of concrete and 
abstract thinking through thesis-driven compositions. Our classes focus on students achieving proficiency in writing analytically, and our 
teachers use unique, engaging methods of helping them achieve this goal. Grammar, usage, and vocabulary are intentionally integrated 
at each grade level to foster effective writing. By the end of each year, students will have become perceptive readers, deep thinkers, and 
persuasive communicators. 

	
We also believe that the study of literature and composition fosters a character-building education. Students are encouraged to explore 
their own beliefs and values by thoughtfully studying the moral development of characters in literature. Teaching character education 
through literature pushes students to engage in the complexity of ideas that so often shape broader social issues. In the end, students 
come together in a learning space that allows them to embrace their own way of thinking and to recognize and appreciate the value of the 
thought process of their peers. 

	

The Oldfields English curriculum has several features that distinguish it from other programs: 
	

• An exceptionally diverse selection of literature chosen from many traditions and from various genres, including film 
	

• A process approach to writing and drafting, which uses collaborative feedback to benefit both the writer and the editor and 
teaches students to develop their own writing voice 

	

• Seminar-style classes to encourage engagement and active participation, with frequent opportunities to make class presentations 
	

• Honors courses offered in grades 10-12 
	

• Student and faculty-staffed writing center 
	
	
English Workshop I and II 

	

This program is available to students who are non-native English 
speakers. In order to determine if a student’s overall academic 
program at Oldfields will be strengthened by the English 
Language Learning Program, a student’s English proficiency will 
be determined by an interview and by the score earned on the 
Institutional TOEFL. In both English Workshop I and II classes, 
students will receive comprehensive instruction in reading, 
writing, grammar, and usage. Students will use the Touchstone 
textbook and workbook series and other supplementary materials 
to advance their English speaking, listening, and writing skills. 
Intentional daily vocabulary, grammar, usage lessons, and weekly 
skill tests will be part of this workshop to prepare students to take 
the SAT and the TOEFL exam. Students will read classic works of 
literature such as The Pearl, Things Fall Apart, A Raisin in the Sun, 
as well as Greek and Roman myths. They also will write papers 
that emphasize paragraph-level writing and thesis development. 
Students will write journal entries at the start of each class and 
share these writings with their peers and teacher. Throughout 
each term, students will present a writing portfolio and will have 
regular one-on-one student-teacher writing conferences. 

	

English 8 
	

Each term, students focus on an important aspect of being a part 
of a society and the associated “big questions” as they hone their 
critical reading and writing skills. In the first term students read 
literature that will help them answer questions about culture 
and how it shapes one’s identity. How do cultures develop, and 
what role does literature play in that development? How are we 
shaped by the culture in which we live? By examining a variety 

	
	
of literature based on the oral traditions of peoples around the 
world, students are able to see recurring themes, unique details, 
and connections between a vast number of cultures and their 
own. 
	
Next, students turn their attention to issues of citizenship. What 
does it mean to be a “good citizen?” Does this definition change 
depending on one’s culture? This is a particularly important 
theme to examine because students are poised at this plane of 
development to put into action all that they’ve learned about how 
their worlds work and their place in it. Students read literature 
ranging from the essays of Benjamin Franklin to the novella Of 
Mice and Men by John Steinbeck and excerpts from Ellis Island 
accounts in an effort to discover what “good citizenship” means 
in a global sense. Students will also build upon their rudimentary 
research skills by using Bloom’s Taxonomy to develop a research 
project of their own based on the major themes of the term. 
	
Finally, students examine the nature of justice in order to answer 
questions like, “What should we, as good citizens, do in the face 
of injustice?” They read a variety of literature, including Twelfth 
Night, in order to help answer these questions. A particular 
emphasis is placed on building reading comprehension and 
critical reading skills as they move through their year of literature. 
Students also work diligently to master the writing process in a 
variety of essays. 
	
An intensive study of grammar and vocabulary complements the 
reading and writing assignments. 
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English 9 
	

“What is the nature of the human journey?” “What is good versus 
bad?” “What is right versus wrong?” “What is truth?” Students in 
English 9 study a variety of texts, both ancient and modern, that 
are concerned with these questions. Organized by literary themes 
of homecoming and exile, the rewards and risks in knowledge 
and experience, and the finding of one’s voice, the readings 
typically include nonfiction essays, novels, Biblical stories, Greek 
and Mesopotamian myths, short fiction, The Odyssey, and a play 
by Shakespeare. Students gain an understanding of writing as a 
process through rigorous drafting and revising of analytical work. 
Additionally, students are given the opportunity to explore the 
course’s themes through creative projects and writing assignments. 
An intensive study of grammar and vocabulary complement the 
reading and writing assignments. 

	

English 10 
	

English 10 focuses on the study of literary genres. Through poetry, 
drama, the novel, and the short story, students examine how 
each literary form illuminates, in its own way, the themes and 
voices of human experience. Students read nonfiction essays, 
novels, a Greek and a Shakespearean tragedy, a modern comedy, 
selections of lyric and narrative poetry, and short fiction from 
a variety of periods, gaining familiarity with the literary devices 
writers use and the voices they create. Oral analysis and creative 
and analytical writing opportunities foster the development of the 
students’ voices. An intensive study of grammar and vocabulary 
complement the reading and writing assignments. 

	

English 10 Honors 
	

Like English 10, the English 10 Honors class also focuses on the 
study of literary genres. Through poetry, drama, the novel, and 
the short story, students examine how each literary form 
illuminates, in its own way, the themes and voices of human 
experience. Students read novels, a Greek and a Shakespearean 
tragedy, a modern comedy, selections of lyric and narrative poetry, 
and short fiction from a variety of periods, gaining familiarity 
with the literary devices writers use and the voices they create. 
Oral analysis and creative and analytical writing opportunities 
foster the development of the students’ voices. An intensive 
study of grammar and vocabulary complements the reading 
and writing assignments. The English 10 Honors class studies 
rhetorical strategies and practices the kinds of writing students 
will encounter in the English 11 Honors class and on the AP 
Language and Composition exam. 

	

Prerequisite: Permission of the department chair 

English 11 
	

English 11 explores major themes in American literature 
through works by authors such as Fitzgerald, Miller, Hawthorne, 
Dickinson, Frost, Hughes, Fuller, and Morrison. Students 
encounter the restless search for the American identity. The 
course includes extensive work in close reading and composition, 
vocabulary building, and grammar review. With independent 
thinking as one of the goals of English 11, class discussions and 
writing assignments promote the development of independence 
in oral and written interpretation. An intensive study of grammar 
and vocabulary complements the reading and writing assignments. 
	

English 11 Honors 
	

The English 11 Honors class prepares students for the academic 
writing they will do in first-year college composition courses by 
studying and practicing rhetoric. The language skills taught in the 
course are reading, listening, speaking, writing, and conversing. 
These skills are developed through the practice of reading about, 
thinking about, and writing about varied texts and the rhetorical 
situations these texts present. As a learning community, we will 
study mostly nonfiction texts. These writings will invite students 
into real worlds and intentionally provoke students to practice 
what AP Chief Reader, Dr. Traschel, calls “skeptical thinking,” 
or evaluating, judging, arguing for or against, and critiquing a 
writer’s ideas. Students will learn to evaluate the way a writer 
presents her ideas and the purpose or reason for which a writer 
does so. Our work with imaginative fiction will involve the 
traditional practice of literary criticism and relevant studies 
of rhetorical analysis. This class will be complemented by an 
intentional and practical study of vocabulary, grammar, and usage. 
American writers studied in the course may include Fitzgerald, 
Hemingway, Miller, Morrison, O’Brien, Twain, Williams, 
Baldwin, and Silko. Students will have the opportunity to 
demonstrate their mastery of college-level reading comprehension 
and writing on the AP Language and Composition exam given in 
May. As with other AP courses, additional assignments should be 
expected over school breaks and vacations. 
	

Prerequisite: Permission of the department chair 
	

British Literature (senior elective) 
	

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the major 
British authors, to help students discover a rich cultural heritage, 
and to encourage students to develop a genuine appreciation for 
some of the most time-tested works of art in the English language. 
Our study will include the literature and culture of the British 
Empire, along with literature by African, Asian, Middle Eastern, 
North American, and Caribbean writers. The course will consider 
imaginative writing by writers such as William Shakespeare, Ian 
McEwan, the Bronte sisters, Mary Shelley, Charles Dickens, James 
Joyce, Virginia Wolff, Jamaica Kincaid, and other modern and 
contemporary writers. Elements of effective writing are covered to 
include strategy, organization, style, sentence structure, grammar, 
usage, and punctuation. In order to support instruction in these 
areas, students will study from Vocabulary Workshop Level H and 
lessons from grammar and writing workbooks. 
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Nonfiction and Persuasive Writing 
(senior elective) 

	

This course uses nonfiction writing to engage students’ verbal 
and writing abilities. Students will read, interpret, and react to 
a variety of short and long nonfiction texts in order to express 
their ideas about these texts clearly, persuasively, and correctly 
in compositions. Elements of effective writing are covered to 
include strategy, organization, style, sentence structure, grammar, 
usage, and punctuation. In order to support instruction in these 
areas, students will study from Vocabulary Workshop Level H 
and lessons from grammar and writing workbooks. Some of the 
shorter nonfiction works that students will read include Jonathan 
Swift’s A Modest Proposal, Dave Barry’s Turkeys in the Kitchen, 
William Buckley, Jr.’s Why Don’t We Complain?, E.B. White’s Once 
More to the Lake, Gloria Anzaldua’s How to Tame a Wild Tongue, 
Terry Tempest Williams’ The Clan of One-Breasted Women, and 
Ray Hanania’s One of the Bad Guys. Students will also read two or 
three longer modern and contemporary nonfiction works. 

	

Contemporary Literature and Creative 
Writing (senior elective) 

	

While exploring poetry, fiction, and nonfiction, this course 
expects students to interact with and develop their own creative 
writing as they hone their analytical skills through essays 
exploring literature. Students will be exposed to a variety of 
forms, allowing them to develop their voice, generate drafts, and 
understand how literary masters use these same techniques in 
classic and contemporary literature. Students will participate in 
craft discussions and traditional workshops, encouraging them 
to provide feedback in a comfortable environment. In order 
to support instruction in literary analysis and creative writing, 
students will study from Vocabulary Workshop Level H and 
lessons from grammar and writing workbooks. Students will read 
a variety of writing, including independent selections, handouts 
from the teacher, and one creative writing anthology. 

	

English 12 Honors 
	

English 12 Honors combines the exploration of British literature 
with preparation for the AP English Literature and Composition 
Exam. According to the College Board, The AP English Literature 
and Composition Exam “is designed to engage students in the 
careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. 
Students should consider a work’s structure, style, and themes, 
as well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of figurative 
language, imagery, symbolism, and tone.” 

	

Five novels, a broad selection of romantic poetry, and at least 
one Shakespearean play will provide the foundation for extensive 
close reading, analytical writing, and further development of both 
grammar and vocabulary skills. English 12 Honors, the equivalent 
of a college literature course, will require students to exercise the 
independence, responsibility, and intellectual proficiency that 
college-level work demands. 

	
Prerequisite: Permission of the department chair 
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History Department   
The history courses taught in grades 8-12 at Oldfields provide each student with a basic foundation in the social, economic, and political 
trends of the past and present. 

	

Students are taught to critically examine primary and secondary sources and to form their own conclusions. Students gain the historical 
perspective and method of inquiry necessary to become well-informed, active citizens. 

	

The study of US history and world geography is integrated throughout the history curriculum. 
	
	
World History Workshop I and II 

	

This program is available to students who are non-native English 
speakers. In order to determine if a student’s overall academic 
program at Oldfields will be strengthened by the English 
Language Learning Program, a student’s English proficiency will 
be determined by an interview and by the score earned on the 
Institutional TOEFL. The goal of both World History Workshops 
I and II is to support the non-native English speaking student’s 
linguistic, cognitive, and social growth in the field of history 
through use of supportive classroom exercises and homework. 

	

World History Workshop I will focus on river civilizations, 
ancient Greece and Rome, the Middle Ages, and the Renaissance. 
In World History Workshop II, students will study major events 
throughout the 17th-20th centuries such as the Reformation, the 
Age of Absolutism, the Industrial Revolution, and Imperialism. 
Upon completion of the History Workshop classes, students will 
be prepared to take additional history courses offered at Oldfields. 
Daily vocabulary and writing assignments will afford students 
the opportunity to express their knowledge. Public speaking is 
an important component of the class, and students can expect 
to have individual and group public speaking assignments and 
projects. Students will finish each term with at least one major 
presentation to their peers and teacher. 

	
In order to support the goals of learning, language acquisition, and 
social support, students will use the textbook, Journey Across 
Time, and companion worksheets, supplemental assignments, and 
interactive projects integrating technology. Students will improve 
their vocabulary, composition, and analytical thinking skills 
by studying history thematically. By the culmination of World 
History Workshops I and II, students will have the ability to make 
connections between people and civilizations. 

World History I 
	

This survey course will begin with the development and 
contributions of the ancient river civilizations and continue with 
a study of ancient Greece and the rise and fall of the Roman 
Empire. A look at ancient Chinese, Japanese, and Indian cultures 
ushers in a study of world religions. Students will finish this 
course by examining the rise of feudalism and chivalry in the 
Middle Ages. The historical narrative is supplemented by the use 
of art, architecture, and literature, including field trips to local 
museums. 
	
Throughout the course, students are introduced to the skills 
practiced by historians. They learn the art of taking notes from a 
textbook, how to write analytical essays containing strong thesis 
statements and relevant examples, and how to write a three to 
five page research paper. At the end of the year, students are 
introduced to the interpretation of primary sources. 
	

World History II 
	

The World History II course focuses on the increasing 
interconnectedness of the world after 1300 AD. The class 
begins with an analysis of Europe’s growing power during 
the Renaissance and Reformation, culminating in Europe’s 
exploration of the world after 1492. After examining the 
dominance of absolute rulers around the world during the 
17th and 18th centuries, the course charts the emergence of 
revolutionary ideas, beginning with the American and French 
Revolutions that undermined the power of absolute rulers. The 
class then shifts its attention to social and economic issues as it 
explores the dramatic transformation wrought by the Industrial 
Revolution throughout the 19th century. The course concludes 
with the study of the development of Western imperialism around 
the globe at the end of the 19th century. 
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20th Century World History 
	

This course focuses on the ways in which the dramatic events of 
the 20th century have shaped the 21st century world in which we 
live. 

	
The course begins with an examination of the tragic events of 
World War I, ending with an analysis of the growth of nationalist 
movements that the war inspired around the world. After charting 
the emergence of totalitarian regimes throughout the world 
during the 1920s and 1930s, the class documents the violence 
of World War II and the tragedy of the Holocaust. The class 
also examines the ideological struggle between communism and 
capitalism which dominated the globe, as well as the birth of new 
nations in Africa and Asia after 1945. 

	
The course ends with an analysis of the growth of global issues 
such as environmentalism, terrorism, and the world economy in 
the early 21st century world. 

	

US History 
	

This is a required survey course of the history of the United States 
from colonial times to the events and issues of the 21st century. 

	
The course focuses on three broad themes: independence, 
revolution, and the constitution; sectionalism and the Civil War; 
and industrialism and the founding of modern America. Special 
attention is given to current issues as they unfold throughout the 
year. 

	
Field trips are an integral part of this class and can include visits 
to Independence Hall and the Constitution Center in 
Philadelphia, the U.S. Capitol, Supreme Court and White House 
in Washington, D.C., and a trip to the Gettysburg Battlefield. 

	

US History Honors 
	

This course equips students with the knowledge and skills needed 
to take the AP Exam in US History at the end of the year. In a 
fast-paced narrative, the course covers all of United States history 
from the first Native Americans and the European colonization of 
the Americas to the Age of Ronald Reagan in the 1980s. 

	
Students discover how to synthesize vast amounts of historical facts 
into broad arguments using historical themes and patterns, thus 
enabling them to retain and recall a wealth of historical 
information about significant people, places, and events. Students 
deepen their ability to interpret primary sources and learn how 
to synthesize and connect various documents to create a coherent 
argument about a past event or issue. 

	
Finally, students perfect their essay writing skills by mastering the 
art of writing a clear and complex thesis statement and supporting 
it with relevant historical data. 

	

Prerequisite: Permission of the department chair 

War and Society (senior elective) 
	

The study of war may seem to be an exercise in encountering 
the horror, brutality, and futility of armed conflict. While this 
is partially true, we will go beyond this to critically analyze issues 
central to human nature including conflict and harmony, wartime 
experiences, questions of heroism and glory, the conception of the 
“other,” and national identity. This course will arm the student 
with a vast amount of facts about conflict in the twentieth century 
and also make her an informed citizen who can clearly and 
critically think and analyze current events as well as be an active 
and passionate advocate for alternatives to war. 
	

International Politics Honors 
(senior elective) 
	

This honors-level senior elective introduces students to the 
complexities of global politics. The course gives students a deeper 
understanding of traditional international political methods such 
as diplomacy and war, while introducing them to new alternative 
global forces such as transnationalism, globalization, and 
international organizations such as the United Nations. 
	
Students are expected to master the political theories outlined in 
the textbook and apply them to current world events and issues, 
such as the crises in Darfur and Sudan, climate change, and the 
global recession. 
	
Throughout the course, students are encouraged to become active 
participants in the world political stage instead of mere spectators. 
They have the opportunity to join NGOs which promote human 
rights around the world, sign petitions, take part in peaceful 
political protests, and attend lectures by international figures. 
	

Prerequisite: Permission of the department chair 
	

Concepts of Psychology (junior or senior elective) 
	

This course introduces psychology as a basic and applied science. 
Students will investigate the scope of the field and explore 
physiological, psychological, social, and cognitive influences on 
behavior. 
	
The course is taught from the perspective of providing insight into 
behavior and exploring skills which make practical application of 
this knowledge. Systematic study is stressed, and students explore 
the differences between psychology as a basic and applied science. 
	
Students will demonstrate their knowledge of the readings 
and discussions through tests, projects, field trips, classroom 
interaction, and observation of the world around them. 
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World History Honors (junior or senior elective) 
	

This course will prepare students to take the AP World History 
exam in the spring by investigating major trends and developments 
in the scholarship of world history. Since the AP exam covers 
world history from 600 BC to the present, this course will not 
cover every development in world history during that 
time. Instead, we will discuss key transformations and movements 
that have shaped the world as we know it. As well as providing 
the opportunity to prepare for the themes and questions of the 
AP Exam, this course will provide interested students a chance 
to cap off their world history career at Oldfields by providing 
a much deeper investigation of the content covered in World 
History I, World History II, and 20th Century History. Students 
will also spend time honing their comprehension, research, and 
writing skills as they examine a wide array of primary sources, read 
the works of noted historians, and research and write their own 
historical work. 

	
Prerequisites: 20th Century World History, and by permission 
from the department chair. 

	

United States Government and Politics 
Honors (senior elective) 

	

This course will prepare students to take the AP United States 
Government and Politics exam in the spring by investigating the 
political institutions and behaviors of the United States as well 
as the ideas that underlie them. This will involve serious study of 
the U.S. Constitution and the system it has created as well as the 
people and institutions that administer that system. Students will 
explore political theories, institutions and ideologies, but will also 
spend much of their time discussing current events. This course 
will provide students with the foundational knowledge they will 
need to succeed on the AP Exam, but it will also help them to 
understand the political and social world around them as they 
learn to be engaged citizens. As they learn about the American 
political system, students will develop their critical thinking, 
comprehension and writing skills by reading and reacting to 
the work of a diverse group of thinkers from politicians to 
philosophers to political scientists to ordinary citizens. 

	
Prerequisites: US History, and by permission from the department 
chair. Juniors may take this course concurrently with US History 
or US History Honors with permission from the department 
chair. 

Minorities in America Honors 
(senior elective) 
	

This elective is designed to take a detailed and honest look at 
the minority experience in America and the multicultural nation 
the United State has become. We will examine many different 
ethnic, religious, social and racial groups, tracing their early 
history but putting special emphasis on current issues that face 
these groups. We live in an American society where issues of race, 
ethnicity, religion, gender, and sexual orientation can be volatile 
and visceral topics which can polarize groups of people. Our 
goal in this class is to not just examine the unique experiences 
and challenges of many minority groups but also to then take a 
crucial step to look beyond these differences. We will examine 
what Henry Louis Gates, Jr. calls “advancing the human sense of 
the American possibility, allowing us to strategize how we can live 
together harmoniously in an increasingly diverse nation.” 
	
Prerequisite: US History or by permission from the department 
chair 
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Math Department   
The Oldfields approach to mathematics is based on a philosophy that problem solving in all areas requires students to become logical 
thinkers. From Elements of Algebra to Calculus BC Honors, a balance is achieved between mathematical structure, the traditional study 
of algebraic skills, and problem solving. By developing fluency in the language of mathematics and reinforcing basic mathematical skills, 
students prepare for further courses in mathematics, science, social studies, and economics. 

	

Elements of Algebra 
	

This pre-algebra course prepares students for higher-level 
mathematics. It focuses primarily on developing a strong 
foundation for future algebraic concepts. Students learn to use 
variables, rational numbers, and functions to represent patterns 
and relationships. In addition, they continue to write and solve 
equations and graph their functional relationships. Students 
practice real-world application of these skills through problem 
solving and laboratory exercises using current data. Basic concepts 
of probability, statistics, and geometry are integrated into the 
course. 

	

Algebra I 
	

Algebra I is offered to students who have completed a full year 
of pre-algebra or the equivalent. In order to prepare students 
for higher level mathematics, this course includes the following 
topics: the study of rational numbers, order of operations, linear 
equations, polynomials and polynomial functions, irrational 
numbers, and solution of quadratic equations. 

	

Prerequisite: Elements of Algebra or equivalent course 
	

Foundations of Algebra II 
	

This course builds on the skills learned in Algebra I. After a 
thorough review of the basic concepts, the class will move on 
to a more in-depth study of linear equations and inequalities; 
polynomial and radical expressions and equations; quadratic 
equations; and functions. Emphasis will be placed on the step-by- 
step processes for each concept. 

	

Prerequisites: Algebra I and Geometry 
	

Algebra II 
	

This course builds upon the skills learned in A l g e b r a I . The 
study of linear, quadratic, exponential, logarithmic, and 
polynomial functions are the principal concepts that are covered 
in Algebra II. Some conic sections and analytic geometry are also 
studied. 

	

Prerequisites: Algebra I and Geometry 
	

Algebra III 
	

This course is designed to review in greater depth the concepts 
covered in Algebra  I I . It is intended for students who have 
finished Algebr a II but who need to further hone their algebraic 
skills before moving on to Pr e -ca lculus and Trigonome tr y. 
This course provides an introduction to pre-calculus. 

	

Prerequisites: Algebra II and Geometry 

Geometry 
	

This course begins with the study of the basic vocabulary of 
geometry and inductive and deductive reasoning. Students will 
also study postulates and theorems about segments, angles, 
parallel lines, perpendicular lines, triangles, and other polygons. 
They will learn how to write a two-column proof by studying 
congruent triangles. Quadrilaterals and parallelograms are also 
taught, and a significant amount of time is spent studying right 
triangles, which includes the Pythagorean Theorem, special right 
triangles, and basic trigonometric functions. The study of circles 
followed by the study of area, surface area, and volume formulas 
for various two and three dimensional figures are taught at the 
end of the course. 
	

Prerequisite: Algebra I 
	

Business Math and Personal Finance 
(junior or senior elective) 
	

The purpose of this course is to give the student a working 
knowledge of the use of math in everyday business and consumer 
transactions. Major concepts explored include: employment and 
income, money management, budgeting, checking and savings 
accounts, investments, credit (financial planning), consumerism, 
insurance, and taxation. Field trips will also be included. 
	
Prerequisite: Algebra II or Foundation of Algebra II 
Juniors must receive permission of the department chair. 
	

Pre-calculus 
	

This is a course designed to prepare students for Calculus or 
AP Calculus. After a brief review of algebra, the course covers 
functions and graph analysis, followed by an investigation of 
inverse functions and mathematical modeling, where students 
will solve problems involving Hooke’s Law for springs, bacteria 
growth, velocity, population, inflation, sports, economics, and 
endowment. Students will also study polynomials of higher 
degrees, rational expressions, logarithmic and exponential 
functions, and trigonometry. 
	

Prerequisites: Algebra II and Geometry 
	

Calculus 
	

This course begins with a brief review of analytic geometry 
followed by a study of differential and integral calculus. 
	
It includes important concepts such as functions, limits, 
continuity, derivatives, and integrals and their application to 
physics. This course focuses more on solving problems than 
proving theorems. 
	

Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus 
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Calculus AB Honors 
	

This class covers the study of limits of a function; derivatives and 
their application to various sciences as well as economics; the 
study of integrals by using Riemann’s sum and trapezoids or 
Simpson’s sums; the study of differential equations, slopes fields, 
and mathematical modeling; and finally, the calculations of areas 
under a function, volumes generated by functions, and lengths of 
a function in a domain. 

	

This course prepares students for college mathematics and for the 
AP Exam in Calculus AB. A graphing 

A graphing TI-89 Titanium calculator is required for this course. 

Prerequisites: Pre-calculus, Calculus, the instructor’s 
recommendation, and by permission of the department chair 

	

Calculus BC Honors 
	

Building on what was learned in Calculus AB Honors, this course 
continues with the study of the indeterminations of a function 
using limits, improper integrals, infinite series, parametric 
functions, vector functions, and polar functions. Students 
should be familiar with linking derivatives and integrals with the 
fundamental theorem of calculus, as well as interpreting data 
from a table or graph and checking the accuracy of solutions for 
problems by using the study of errors. 

	
This course prepares students for college mathematics and the AP 
Exam in Calculus BC. A graphing TI-89 Titanium calculator is 
required for this course. 

	

Prerequisite: Calculus AB Honors 
	

Statistics 
	

Statistics acquaints students with the major concepts and tools 
for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. 
Students will frequently work on projects involving hands-on 
gathering and analysis of real-world data. 

	
Ideas and computations presented in this course coincide with 
actual everyday events. By using computers and calculators, 
students will focus on the concepts involved in statistics. 

	
Prerequisites: Algebra III, the instructor’s recommendation, and 
permission of the department chair. 
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Science Department   
The goal of the Science Department at Oldfields is to equip students with the skills necessary to create and test a hypothesis through 
laboratory experience, to develop an understanding and appreciation of fundamental scientific processes, and to prepare students to 
make informed decisions about scientifically- related societal issues. The course of study incorporates the discussion of ethical and 
political issues into a traditional science curriculum. 

	

Introduction to Physical Science 
	

This course is an introductory science course designed for 8th- 
grade students which covers introductory physics and chemistry. 
As a basis for the Oldfields science curriculum, Introduction to 
Physical Science utilizes laboratory experiments and activities to 
supplement and enhance textbook material. Flipped classrooms, 
an inverted teaching model where lectures are delivered online 
and homework is done together in the classroom, keeps the 
students engaged. Student-led discussions and presentations are 
encouraged where students develop their own lab exercises and 
share them with the class. 

	
The curriculum is designed to develop and utilize the skills of 
problem solving and critical thinking. The course is intended to 
prepare students for further studies in chemistry, physics, and 
biology. 

	

Biology 
	

Students in this course explore the world of living things in the 
classroom and in the laboratory. Practical investigations that occur 
in the laboratory utilize the scientific method and help students 
better interpret their findings about the topics studied. The core 
of this course consists of the major concepts of cellular biology, 
genetics, and evolution and incorporates the latest research in 
each of these areas. The course uses a taxonomic approach to 
study a six-kingdom classification system of all living things. There 
is also emphasis on ecological systems and their relationship to 
current biological problems. 

	
Prerequisite: Introduction to Physical Science or an equivalent 
course 

	

Foundations of Chemistry 
	

The Foundations of Chemistry course is designed to introduce 
students to the fundamental concepts in chemistry, the study of 
matter and the changes it undergoes. The structure of matter and 
its interactions are studied via textbook, laboratory investigations, 
and online activities. 

	

Students will focus on a variety of subjects including the 
structure of atoms, matter, chemical reactions, and energy-matter 
interactions. They will develop critical thinking and problem- 
solving skills which are necessary in the transition to higher-level 
science courses. 

	

Chemistry 
	

Chemistry is the study of matter and the changes it undergoes. 
Much of the behavior of matter at the microscopic level has 
its origins in the structure and interactions of matter at the 
submicroscopic level. A crystal of table salt is cubic because of the 
alternating arrangement of sodium and chloride ions in a three- 
dimensional lattice structure. Ice floats because of the polarity… 

Chemistry (continued) 
	

…and geometry of the water molecule. Students who have studied 
biology can attest to the importance of chemistry in the assembly 
of proteins, the replication of DNA, and to other life processes. 
	
An understanding of the principles of chemistry and the mental 
habits developed during the course will help students prepare 
for further study in fields of science, and develop a deeper 
appreciation of the world around them. 
	

Physics 
	

In this course, students will learn how the laws and theorems of 
physics are applied to gain a better understanding of how things 
work in the world around them. The course begins with an 
introduction of the international metric system followed by 
mechanics, which covers the study of motion in one and two 
dimensions. Gravitational force, planetary motion, work, energy, 
and the state of matter are also investigated in this course. 
	
Classwork is supported by laboratory work which enhances 
theories studied in class and enables students to understand how 
to write a lab report with hypothesis, data, and a final conclusion. 
	

Prerequisite: Algebra II 
	

Anatomy and Physiology 
	

This course is designed to demystify the human body. Students 
are filled with a sense of awe as they take a systemic look at the 
structure and the function of the major systems and the way 
the body responds to the daily demands placed on it. Students 
conduct research and present information to their classmates on 
diseases and injuries associated with each body system. 
	
Hands-on dissections of a variety of animal organs give the 
students a more in-depth understanding. An atmosphere of 
interactive learning, with students teaching and learning from 
each other as well as the instructor, makes this a favorite course 
among our students. 
	

Prerequisites: Biology and Chemistry 
	

Forensics 
	

Forensics examines the application of science to the criminal and 
civil laws enforced by the criminal justice system. Students will 
explore a combination of scientific disciplines, including biology, 
chemistry, physics, geology, and computer technology, in order 
to learn how crime scene investigators analyze crime scenes and 
evidence in an effort to capture criminals. 
	
Throughout the year, students will examine the scientific 
techniques behind the analysis of physical and chemical evidence, 
toxicology, DNA fingerprinting, fire and explosives… 
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Forensics (continued) 
	

…and other relevant pieces of evidence. This exploration will 
be completed through laboratory exercises, class discussions, field 
trips, guest speakers, and analysis of representation of forensic 
science in the media. A special unit on serial killers and forensic 
psychology leads to active debates on the death penalty. By 
incorporating a hands-on approach using current news stories, 
the students develop an understanding of the science behind the 
evidence. 

	

Prerequisites: Biology and Chemistry 
	

Oceanography 
	

Oceanography is a science elective that offers an inquiry- based 
approach to learning about the world’s oceans. Central topics 
include: geological history, marine biodiversity and ecosystems, 
ocean currents, tides, weather patterns, and estuarine 
environments. Hands-on labs enrich the experience for students 
and the ability to design their own investigations keeps them 
engaged. The opportunity to select a unit of their choice and 
concentrate on it also personalizes the learning experience. 

	
Students in this interdisciplinary course identify key relationships 
between chemical, physical, and geological processes that are 
used to study oceans. In this class, students will become familiar 
with modes of analysis from other scientific disciplines including 
biology, geology, and chemistry. Field trips to the National 
Aquarium in Baltimore and real-world examples reinforce the 
lessons taught. 

	
This course will also include field components and time spent 
away from campus on the Chesapeake Bay and other regional 
aquatic environments. 

	

Prerequisites: Biology and Chemistry 
	

Environmental Science 
	

This course is designed to present a holistic overview of critical 
environmental issues. Because environmental problems are 
broad in scope, informed decisions require knowledge and 
understanding from a number of other disciplines such as 
ecology, geology, atmospheric science, biology, chemistry, law, 
economics, and ethics. 

	
This course provides a solid foundation for making environmental 
decisions that will shape the future of our world. 

	

Prerequisites: Biology and Chemistry 
	

Biology Honors 
	

This course is designed as an introductory college biology 
course and will prepare students to take the AP Biology exam. It 
will provide students with the conceptual framework, factual 
knowledge, and analytical skills necessary to deal with the rapidly 
changing science of biology. 

	

Some of the topics covered in this course include science 
as a process, evolution, energy transfer, and regulation and 
relationships of structure to function. 

	
Prerequisites: Biology, Chemistry, and permission of the 
department chair 

Chemistry Honors 
	

Chemistry Honors is a course designed in its depth, and 
laboratory experience to be comparable to a first-year chemistry 
course at the college level. It explores the relationships between 
the structure of matter and its properties and reactions. There 
is an emphasis on quantitative descriptions of the behavior of 
matter and on the mathematical underpinnings of the theories 
that explain that behavior. The development of problem-solving 
strategies and computational skills will be an important element 
of the course. Other topics include: the structure of matter - 
atoms, molecules, bonding, chemical reactions, nuclear 
reactions, and organic chemistry; kinetic theory - solids, liquids, 
gases and solutions; equilibria - acids, bases, buffers; 
thermodynamics; and electrochemistry. This course will prepare 
students to take the AP Chemistry exam. 
	
Prerequisites: Algebra II, Chemistry, and permission of the 
department chair 
	

Physics Honors I 
	

Physics Honors I is an algebra-based, introductory college-level 
physics course. It is a full-year course oriented to prepare students 
for the study of physics in college and for the AP exam in Physics. 
This course explores topics such as: Newtonian mechanics applied 
to linear, circular, and harmonic motion; work, energy, and 
power; mechanical waves and sound; and introductory, simple 
circuits in electricity. This course requires instructional time in 
hands-on laboratory work. Students practice solving problems, 
answering multiple choice questions, and writing laboratory 
reports. 
	

Prerequisites: Physics and Pre-calculus 
	

Physics Honors II 
	

Physics Honors II is an algebra-based, introductory college- level 
physics course. It is a full-year course oriented to prepare 
students for the study of physics in college and the AP exam in 
Physics. This course explores topics such as: fluid statics and 
dynamics; thermodynamics with kinetic theory; PV diagrams 
and probability; electrostatics, electrical circuits with capacitors; 
magnetic fields; electromagnetism; physical and geometric optics; 
and quantum, atomic, and nuclear physics. This course requires 
hands-on laboratory work. Students practice solving problems, 
answering multiple choice questions, and writing laboratory 
reports. Prerequisites: Physics, Physics Honors I, and Pre-calculus 
 

Animal Science 
Animal Science is concerned with the science and business of 
producing various animal species. An animal scientist applies 
principles of the biological, physical, and social sciences to the 
problems associated with animal production and management. 
This course will study these principles in relation to horses in order 
to explore the vast field of equine science, which involves the study 
of the reproduction, physiology, behavior and nutrition of horses 
and the many job opportunities involving horses. In addition to 
horses, the class will also study large and small animal management, 
as well as exotic animals. Animal science emphasizes the biology of 
each class of animal, their nutrition, care, and welfare, as well as 
the social and environmental impacts. 
 
Prerequisite: Completion of Biology 
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Earth Science 
Our planet has many natural systems that support our lives and 
civilization, and every one of them is dictated by the laws of physics. 
This course will explain the physical rules that cause the complex 
patterns of weather and climate, ocean circulation, plate tectonics, 
mineral formation, and planetary movement that create and affect 
all environments on Earth. You will learn how to predict the 
weather, assess the risks posed by earthquakes and volcanoes, 
compare Earth to other planets, and explain the major changes that 
have taken place over Earth's history.  
 
Prerequisite: Chemistry (or concurrent) 
 

Environmental Science Honors 
The Environmental Science Honors course is the equivalent of a 
one-semester, introductory college course in environmental science, 
through which students engage with the scientific principles, 
concepts, and methodologies required to understand the 
interrelationships of the natural world. This full-year course will 
prepare students to take the AP Environmental Science exam.The 
course requires that students identify and analyze natural and 
human-made environmental problems, evaluate the relative risks 
associated with these problems, and examine alternative solutions 
for resolving or preventing them. Environmental science is 
interdisciplinary, embracing topics from geology, biology, 
environmental studies, environmental science, chemistry, and 
geography. 
 
Prerequisites: Teacher recommendation and permission by the 
Department Chair, completion of Biology and Chemistry. Biology 
Honors is suggested.  
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World Languages Department   
There is no better place to learn a world language than an international boarding school where a quarter of the students come from all 
over the world. The World Language Department offers courses in French, Spanish, Latin, and Mandarin Chinese. Students study the 
language, literature, culture, and history of various countries where these languages are spoken. Special events, like Global Awareness 
Day, where students teach classes on their cultures of origin, reinforce the lessons learned in the classroom. May Program often involves 
travel abroad and gives yet another opportunity to develop mastery of the languages students have studied in the classroom. 

	
Through traditional teaching techniques, supplemented by audio-visual materials, engaging educational technology, and in-class exercises, 
students learn the basic skills required to listen, speak, read, and write in the world language they choose to study. 

	

French I 
	

This class, taught primarily in French, uses Bon Voyage I and 
the accompanying Writing Activities Workbook. A variety of activities 
and assignments provide practice in all four language skills— 
speaking, listening, reading, and writing. Digitized audio segments 
help students develop listening comprehension skills, vocabulary, 
and correct pronunciation. 

	

Grammar is studied on a regular basis, and is taught using a 
wide variety of activities, such as dialogues, skits, cartoons, comic 
books, short film excerpts, songs, paintings, games, Internet 
exercises, and multimedia lessons. This course also introduces 
students to the many aspects of French and francophone culture. 

	

French II 
	

This class, conducted primarily in French, uses Bon Voyage II 
and the accompanying Writing Activities Workbook. The grammar, 
vocabulary, culture, and history taught in this class build upon the 
basic foundation learned in French I. 

	
Abridged pieces of literature by Maupassant, Prévert, and others, 
video segments in French from the method Reflets (Hachette), 
the French miniseries La marée et ses secrets, and cultural projects 
using the Internet vary the course content and activities. Digitized 
audio segments continue to help students develop listening 
comprehension skills, vocabulary, and pronunciation. French and 
francophone songs are also studied. 

	

Prerequisite: French I 
	

French III 
	

Classes are conducted primarily in French. Communication 
skills in all four language areas—speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing—are strongly developed through more advanced grammar 
and vocabulary study. 

	
Students read and discuss the biographical novel Au revoir les 
enfants by Louis Malle, while simultaneously watching the film. 
Other films that are watched and discussed are Le fabuleux destin 
d’Amélie Poulain by Jean-Pierre Jeunet and La boum 1 et La boum 
2 by Claude Pinoteau and Danièle Thompson. 

	

Students also study literature from authors such as Ronsard, 
La Fontaine, Hugo, Maupassant,Verlaine, Apollinaire, Colette, 
Prévert, Saint-Exupéry, and Eluard. Current articles from French 
publications and an introductory study of French paintings help 
students understand the historical and political realities of France 
and francophone countries. 

	

Prerequisite: French II 

	
French IV 
	

Conducted entirely in French, students at this level of French 
language study continue to learn more sophisticated grammar and 
vocabulary, but literature, film, and art are the main focus of this 
course. Literature by authors such as Ronsard, La Fontaine, Hugo, 
Baudelaire, Maupassant, Apollinaire, Colette, Prévert, and Sartre 
are studied, and if available, students watch companion French 
films which reinforce their understanding of the literary works. 
	
Films directed by famous French directors such as Renoir, Godard, 
Cocteau, and Truffaut are also studied. Paintings and drawings by 
artists such as De la Tour, Daumier, Ingres, Delacroix, Géricault, 
Renoir, Manet, Monet, Matisse, Van Gogh, Degas, and Seurat are 
also introduced to the students. 
	

Prerequisite: French III 
	

French V 
	

Class is conducted entirely in French. Through literature, 
artwork, and films, this course presents an overview of French 
and francophone culture, literature, and history. Authors include, 
but are not limited to, Villon, Ronsard, La Fontaine, Hugo, 
Baudelaire, Maupassant, Rimbaud, Verlaine, Apollinaire, Colette, 
Sartre, Camus, Prévert, and Senghor. Students study French 
and francophone slam poetry. A history of French architecture, 
painting, sculpture, and decorative arts from Roman art to 
postmodernism is offered. 
	
Students discuss the Nouvelle Vague and its innovative ways of film- 
making in movies such as A bout de souffle by Jean-Luc Godard 
and Jules et Jim and Tirez sur le pianiste by François Truffaut. Other 
movies that are discussed include Indochine by Régis Warnier 
and Ridicule by Patrice Leconte. 
	
Prerequisite: French IV or by permission of instructor and 
department chair 
	

French Language Honors 
	

This course follows the syllabus for the AP exam in French 
Language. It is an enrichment course which allows the students 
to pursue an in-depth study of advanced French grammar. The 
course strives to perfect writing skills, broaden vocabulary, and 
encourage reading for pleasure. Students may take the AP exam in 
French Language in May. Summer reading will be required. 
	
Prerequisite: French V or by permission of instructor and 
department chair 
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Advanced French Language & Literature II 
 
Advanced French Language & Literature II is conducted entirely in 
French. Communication skills in all four language areas—speaking, 
listening, reading, and writing—are strongly developed. This course 
builds on the program and skills acquired in French V and above 
and it places a strong emphasis on literature and literary analysis. 
Students are asked to write literary essays and analyses. Included 
are selected short stories by Guy de Maupassant, Albert Camus' 
conceptions through the study of his novel L'hôte and Jean-Paul 
Sartre’s philosophy through his play Huis clos and his script for Les 
jeux sont faits. An analysis of the great moments of Gustave 
Flaubert's Madame Bovary and a study of Ionesco’s La cantatrice 
chauve are offered, as well as a study of selected poems by Victor 
Hugo, Charles Baudelaire and Arthur Rimbaud. Grammar is 
studied in context, and is taught using a wide variety of activities, 
such as articles from the French newspaper Le Monde, 
conversations, skits, cartoons, comic books, short excerpts of films, 
songs, paintings, games, Internet exercises and multimedia lessons. 
The course helps students acquire the necessary tools to conduct 
an in-depth analysis of the readings and poems. 
 
Prerequisite: teacher recommendation and permission by the 
World Language Department Chair. 
 

Modern French Society and Politics 
Honors: 1871 to the Present 
	

This class will examine the evolution of French society and 
politics from 1871 to the present. Among topics studied will 
be the Résistance and Collaboration in German-occupied France; 
anti-Semitic persecutions and legislation in Vichy, France, and 
the continuation of some of these ideas in contemporary political 
parties; and the Algerian war (1947-1954) and its continual 
influence on modern French politics. The class will be taught 
entirely in French. 
	

Prerequisite: Permission from department chair 

 
Mandarin I 
	

Using the text New Practical Chinese Reader, this introductory 
language course immediately immerses students in Chinese 
through the use of stories. The teacher and students work together 
to create similar stories using personal experiences that make the 
language comprehensible, interesting, and memorable. Emphasis 
is placed on teaching high-frequency words and structures related 
to daily life, as well as core cultural concepts, so that students can 
quickly begin to express themselves in Chinese. Over the course 
of the year, students learn to narrate events, describe people 
and places, and express their own opinions in basic language. 
They learn to read and write simplified characters, and student 
creativity is brought into play as students write their own stories. 
A variety of games are used in class to reinforce and consolidate 
the students’ grasp of the language. 
	

Mandarin II 
	

In this intermediate course, students delve deeper into the culture 
of Chinese daily life. Stories serve as the vehicle through which 
students acquire more specialized vocabulary and advanced 
structures, enabling them to express themselves with greater 
detail and precision. Stories are also the springboard from which 
students learn to accomplish a variety of real-life tasks useful when 
traveling in China. Videos, images, and songs help bring the 
culture to life. 
	

Prerequisite: Mandarin I 
	

Mandarin III 
	

This intermediate/advanced course will include discussions of 
contemporary China, with its societal issues as the main subject. 
Pictures, stories, news reports, and editorials will be used to 
deepen the students’ understanding of such topics. Students 
will explore how these issues affect the daily life of the Chinese 
people, as well as compare and contrast the Chinese experience 
with the American one. Students will also have a chance to read 
research articles on contemporary Chinese society. 
	

Prerequisite: Mandarin II 
	

Mandarin IV 
	

Students in the advanced Mandarin course will learn to appreciate 
and analyze Chinese literature. They will expand their literary 
Mandarin repertoire and write essays in a formal genre. Students 
will explore the societal issues in current China by reading news 
reports followed by discussion. Chinese films will be shown to 
develop students’ listening skills and cultural awareness. This 
course will prepare students for the Advanced Placement Exam in 
Chinese. 
	

Prerequisite: Mandarin III 
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Spanish I 
	

This course provides the basic foundation for the speaking, 
listening, reading, and writing of the Spanish language. Using the 
textbook Realidades as a basis, students begin to build a Spanish 
vocabulary and an understanding of grammar. 

	
Emphasis is on oral practice, conversation, reading short passages, 
and elementary writing skills. A supplementary reader may be 
introduced part way through the year. 

	

Spanish II 
	

In this course, students continue to develop the basic language 
skills, with a focus on the use of three basic tenses: the present 
and the two past tenses, the preterit and imperfect. 

	
The reading passages, many of which are Latin American fables, 
are more extensive, as are the writing assignments. Much of the 
discussion, conducted in Spanish, is based on these readings. 

	

Prerequisite: Spanish I 
	

Spanish III 
	

This course provides a more in-depth study of the Spanish 
language. A selection of short stories from El Conde Lucanor and 
an abridged version of Lazarillo de Tormes provide the basic 
framework for the classroom discussions which are conducted in 
the Spanish language. 

	

The course aims to perfect speaking, reading, and writing skills 
and expand vocabulary through these readings. A continued study 
of grammar reinforces the above skills. 

	

Prerequisite: Spanish II 
	

Spanish IV 
	

This course is an immersion into the Spanish language using 
some of Spain’s most well-known historical literature, including 
both prose and poetry, as its focus. This study of literature 
reinforces more sophisticated grammatical structure and 
vocabulary. 

	
Ballads are studied not only for the content and historical 
settings, but also for the rhythmic elements that lend themselves 
to the musicality of the spoken language and Spanish poetry. The 
abridged version of Réquiem por un Campsino Español by Ramon J. 
Sender depicts Spain at the turn of the twentieth century with its 
political and social struggles which ultimately led to the Spanish 
Civil War in 1936, a stepping stone to World War II. 

	
This course uses a holistic approach to the study of the Spanish 
language and Spain’s history and culture. 

	

Prerequisite: Spanish III or permission of the department chair 

Spanish Culture and Conversation 
	

Spanish Culture and Conversation is designed for the fourth- year 
student who has a keen interest in conversational Spanish and the 
culture of Spanish-speaking countries and would like to 
strengthen her foundation in grammar and writing. The course is 
based on the video series Destinos, an educational “telenovela.” 
	

Prerequisite: Spanish III 
	

Spanish V 
	

This course is a deeper immersion into the Spanish language using 
Latin American literature as its foundation for fine tuning more 
advanced language skills. A more in-depth study of poetic devices, 
which were introduced in Spanish IV, is emphasized in 
preparation for honors classes and for better understanding of the 
readings. This course also uses a holistic approach to the study of 
the Spanish language and Latin American history and culture, 
including Spanish imperialism and the relationship between Latin 
America and the United States. 
	

Prerequisite: Spanish IV or permission of the department chair 
	

Spanish Language Honors 
	

This course provides an in-depth study of grammar and 
vocabulary in preparation for the AP Spanish Language exam. 
Many of the readings introduced are from the AP Spanish 
Literature curriculum and will prepare students who plan to take 
the Spanish Literature Honors course the following year. More 
sophisticated literary analysis and written expression in Spanish 
as well as the further study of poetic devices are stressed in this 
course. 
	

Prerequisites: Spanish IV or permission of the department chair 
	

Spanish Literature Honors 
	

Taught over two consecutive years, this course follows the 
curriculum for the AP Spanish Literature course and prepares 
students for the AP Exam in May. This survey course presents 
samples of medieval Spanish literature as well as Spanish and 
Latin American literature from the 16th through the 20th centuries. 
	
Much emphasis is given to literary analysis and writing skills. 
Historical background and literary movements accompany the 
study of the literature. 
	
Prerequisite: Spanish Language Honors or permission of the 
department chair 
	

Spanish 5 Honors 
This honors course introduces the foundation for the study of 
literature. The readings will include a variety of poetry and prose 
from both Spain and Latin America, which will allow for the 
continued study of the various cultures and the effects of 
imperialism. The students will reinforce their grammar and 
strengthen their vocabulary as they work on in-depth reading skills 
and as they develop their writing. Grammar and syntax will be 
reviewed and studied on an as needed.  
Prerequisite: teacher recommendation and permission by the 
World Language Department Chair. 
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Seminar Series   
Our grade-level Seminar Series is designed to develop important skills such as effective study habits, competency in practical and useful 
technology applications, financial literacy, wise decision making, the college application process, and leadership development. Students 
meet in groups for an hour twice a month. Inquisitive questioning, frank discussion, and bringing in outside speakers when appropriate, 
strengthen the seminar experience. 
	
Eighth Grade Seminar: 

	

This monthly seminar introduces our youngest community 
members to important topics such as: basic study skills and test 
taking strategies, basic technological competencies and internet 
safety, how to stay healthy mentally and physically, and how to be 
a good friend and avoid bullying. 

	

Freshman Seminar: 
	

This seminar is designed to facilitate the smooth transition of our 
younger students into high school. Seminar topics focus on the 
academic skills required to be successful high school students such 
as: 

	
Study habits, exam preparation, library and research skills, 
information literacy, internet safety and etiquette, and 
introduction to the college application process. 

	

Sophomore Seminar: 
	

Oldfields encourages girls to develop character traits congruent 
with the commitment to our motto Fortezza et umilitade et largo core 
which translates as Courage, Humility, and Largeness of Heart. 

	
Throughout this seminar, the students will learn about the basic 
tenets of financial literacy and the importance of philanthropy. 
Via a program called “Invest in Girls,” students will be introduced 
to real-world applications such as spending prioritization and 
budget development, risks and management of credit and 
debt, and the benefits of philanthropy. Health and safety issues 
pertinent to the emerging teen such as good nutrition and 
exercise, the hazards of drugs and alcohol, and sound decision- 
making will also be discussed. 

Junior Seminar 
	

The purpose of this course is to prepare juniors for the college 
application process. The course will include ample time for 
discussion, questions, and feedback. 
	
Each student will initially assess her own educational interests. 
She will learn about the elements of the college search and 
application process, including interviewing techniques, print 
and online resources for researching colleges, transcripts and 
recommendations, standardized test registration and preparation, 
the application essay, types of colleges, and financial aid and 
scholarships. 
	
The seminar class is designed to complement the individual 
counseling process that will occur between the college counselor 
and each student which begins midway through the course. 
	

Senior Seminar: 
	

During the first term, seniors will have the opportunity to 
complete the tasks of the college application process such as 
conducting more research as necessary, polishing essays, reviewing 
transcripts and résumés, as well as writing and practicing Senior 
Presentations. 
	
Term II and Term III will focus on the transition from high school 
to college. Students will conduct research and discuss the most 
crucial tenets and possible pitfalls of a college freshman year. 
	
The importance and rewards of becoming involved in the 
Oldfields Alumnae Association are also discussed in the later part 
of the third term. 

	
	
	
	
	
	

Please note that all class offerings are subject to change based on interest and faculty availability. Not every course is offered every 
year. If you have questions about a particular course, please contact the Academic Dean. 
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Appendix   
	

Graduation Requirements 
	

A student must earn a minimum of 21 credits, 19 of which must be in academic courses, to fulfill the requirements for graduation. 
Partial credit is earned for athletics/co-curricular activities (.75 credits per year) and May Program (.50 credits per year). The Academic 
Dean, as necessary, may resolve any discrepancies in these requirements. The 21 credits must be distributed as follows: 

	
• Four years of English 

	

• Three years of a world language (minimum: two consecutive years of same language) 
	

• Three years of social studies (one must be US History and one a non-American history course) 
	

• Three years of mathematics (minimum: Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry) 
	

• Three years of laboratory science (minimum: Biology and Chemistry) 
	

• One year of fine arts (performing or visual arts) 
	

Other requirements for graduation: 
	

• Three seasons of athletics or co-curricular activities 
	

• Successful completion of May Program or Independent Project each year 
	

• Passing grade in all senior courses 
	

• Senior Presentation delivered 
	

• Twenty hours of approved community service 



	

	

 
	
	
	
	

 
	

Oldfields School 
Telephone: 410.472.4800 

	

e-mail: Admission@OldfieldsSchool.org 
	

Fax: 410.472.6839 
	
	

1500 Glencoe Road 
	

Sparks Glencoe, MD 21152 USA 


